
Marine litter-related activities and 
projects, in the mediterranean sea 



Legambiente and the Marine Strategy

Legambiente is the largest environmental NGO in Italy. It was founded in 1980.

Goletta Verde is its main campaign of analysis and information about sea pollution
It is also the largest of such marine-related campaigns in Italy

Every summer, since 1986, we’ve 
sailed along Italian coasts and in 
other mediterranean seas,, 
monitoring land-based pollution 
like sewage waters or litter.





floating micro litter in italian seas
in conjunction with ISPRA NAT-BIO

Microplastic particles 
were found in each 
sampling area and in 
all the samples.

We found high 
values of plastic 
litter density even in 
the areas located far 
from the inland input 
zones, with the 
lowest human 
density and the lack 
of industrial activities 
as islands are.



floating micro litter in italian lakes

even freshwaters are 
not immune to this 
problem

The influence of the wastewater 
treatment plants on the increasing 
of the presence of microplastics is 
undeniable.

Microplastic pollution 
should be considered as 
indicator in the establishing 
of the Good Status Quality 
of the freshwater (European 
Directive 2000/60)



Legambiente and the citizen science

“ [...]  The most significant of these 
initiatives at the regional level are the 
following:
[...] - the Italian environmental organization 
Legambiente coordinates every 
spring-summer beach clean ups in the 
Mediterranean. “

(UNEP, 2015)

Our international campaign Clean Up the Med 
involve thousands of volunteers from several Med 
Countries in cleaning and monitoring beach litter.

In 2018 litter was monitored in 80 Italian beaches 
and in 135 med ones by the same scientific 
protocol



Debate and policy making

Legambiente and KyotoClub, in cooperation 
with MEP Simona Bonafè (rapporteur on the 
Circular Economy package), organized a meeting 
dedicated to marine litter in the European 
Parliament on February 2017.

The workshop brought together institutions and 
stakeholders to discuss policies on this topic.



Actions and policies

We participated to the UN Ocean 
Conference of June 2017 in NYC to 
speak about Mediterranean sea 
and our experience on marine 
litter, in General assembly and in 
side event organized by our Ngo.



marine litter- related
Italian legislation in place

(with a little help from us...) 



BANS: cotton buds, from 2019



  

BANS: single use plastic

In summer 2018 
tens of Italian 
municipalities 
banned single-use 
plastic as plates, 
cups and utensils, 
following the 
example of Tremiti 
Islands off Italy's 
eastern coast



BANS: micro beads in cosmetics, from 2020



  

BANS: plastic bags, since 2013

https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=15599

Thanks to the ban for the not compostable bags 
the sales of single use bags are down to -55% in 
5 years



Legambiente’s projects on marine litter



Fishing for litter
The first Italian experience of fishing for litter that involves all 
stakeholders: from fishing to recycling. It started in 2017



CLEAN SEA LIFE - LIFE15 GIE/IT/000999

www.cleansealife.it

THE PROJECT

The overall aim of the Clean Sea LIFE project, 
financed under the LIFE Programme, is to 
support the application of the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive (MSFD) and EU biodiversity 
policy relating to marine litter.

The specific objectives are:
- To increase awareness of marine litter, empowering citizens to become part of the solution;
- To remove existing litter, including lost fishing gear, and prevent further littering;
- To promote "fishing for litter" initiatives and to train fishing industry professionals in responsible practices
- To provide guidelines for the management of marine litter, increase exchange of knowledge and the uptake of best 

practices and assist authorities in achieving a Good Environmental Status of the sea, as required under the Marine 
Strategy Framework Directive.

Fishing for litter in Manfredonia (Puglia region)

http://www.cleansealife.it/


https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=20169

#OceanActio
n2019



MED-SEALITTER
Developing Mediterranean-specific protocols to protect biodiversity from litter impact at basin 
and local MPAs scales

MEDSEALITTER aims at networking representative MPAs, scientific organizations and 
environmental NGOs for developing and testing efficient cost-effective protocols to 
monitor and manage litter impact on biodiversity.



Integrated actions to reduce 
plastic debris in the Pelagos 
Sanctuary

18 month – from April 2018 to September 2019

Objective 1: Enhance the governance capacity of 
coastal municipalities
Objective 2: Increasing scientific knowledge on the 
Plastisphere 
Objective 3: Increase stakeholders' awareness
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