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Production of plastics:  to reach 400  M tons  

8 M tons of pastic is littered every year in the ocean
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Country Waste plastic waste Plastic  littered
Albania 0,77 0,28 1 273
Algeria 1,2 0,44 17 332

Bosnia /Herzegovina 1,2 0,44 613
Croatia 2,1 0,77 2 636
Cyprus 2,07 0,76 1 518
Egypt 1,37 0,5 18972 
France 1,92 0,7 11 134

Gibraltar 2,1 0,77 61
Greece 2 0,73 14 229
Israel 2,12 0,77 14 417
Italy 2,23 0,81 32 761

Lebanon 1,18 0,44 2 665
Libya 1,2 0,44 4 240
Malta 1,78 0,65 628

Monaco 2,1 0,77 62
Montenegro 1,2 0,44 273

Morocco 1,46 0,53 2 547
Palestine 0,79 0,29 1 396
Slovenia 1,21 0,44 355

Spain 2,13 0,78 30085 
Syria 1,37 0,5 4 691

Tunisia 1,2 0,44 7 616
Turkey 1,77 0,65 41922 

TOTAL / MEAN 1,58 0,58 211425 

Estimated Waste generation and plastic littered in the MED sea (UNEP/MAP, 2015)

WASTE
kTons/p/Y

MISMANAGED PLASTIC
Tons/person/year

PLASTIC LITTERED AT SEA 
[tons/Year]
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- Up to 64 millions  Items/km

- 250 billlions floating particles
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LITTER IS MOVING  AND STRANDING

REGIONAL DIFFERENCES
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Entanglement, ingestion, transport of species are the    
main environmental impacts
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SOCIO ECONOMIC IMPACTS



One Mediterranean: practices, results and strategies for a common Sea - BlueMed CSA Final Conference (Feb. 22-24, 2021)BlueMed e-training on Understanding and acting for a healthy plastic free Mediterranean Sea - Building the sustainable blue economy in the basin 12

last update  10/03/21
Not Many Solutions
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Research gaps?

Small sized particles

understand harm

Cost-effective methods 

Automation

Risk assessment

Aerial / satellite surveys

Modelling

Water treatment
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Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive

Waste & Port 
Legislation

Plastic strategy

Monitoring

Regional 
cooperation

Research 

WHO IS DOING WHAT ?

Mission STARFISH

BlueMed

UN ENV & UNEA

G7 & G20

SD4 14.1.1 
& Ocean 
Decade

UN CMRs 
(Barcelona)
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Mission Starfish: 
objectives and targets
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THANK YOU
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Additional information:

EU commission :  https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-status/descriptor-10/index_en.htm

Vital graphics: https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-status/descriptor-10/pdf/Marine_litter_vital_graphics.pdf

GESAMP reports: http://www.gesamp.org/publications/guidelines-for-the-monitoring-and-assessment-of-plastic-litter-in-the-ocean

UN links:  https://www.un.org/pga/73/plastics/

UNEP/ GMPL/GPA : https://gpmarinelitter.org

UNEP/MAP marine litter: https://web.unep.org/unepmap/

http://www.gesamp.org/publications/guidelines-for-the-monitoring-and-assessment-of-plastic-litter-in-the-ocean
https://www.un.org/pga/73/plastics/

