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Ab o u t

Thousands  o f  kms  o f  submar ine
p ipe l ines  and  cab les   l i e  in  harsh
mar ine  env i roment  o f  which  those
re la ted  to  O&G upstream sector
represent  a  s ign i f i cant  share .
 
The  Mediterranean  Sea  i s  a
pecu l i ar  mar ine  reg ion  wi th  a
de l ica te  env i romenta l  ba lance .  A
more  sens i t i ve  approach  to  asses
a l l  mar i t ime  and  mar ine  act iv i t ies
carr ied  out ,   has  become
necessary ,  in  order  to  embrace  a
more  su i s ta inab le  path .
 
Act ions  to  increase  sa fe ty ,
surve l l a ince  and  awareness
a l ign   wi th  the  growing  need  to
readress  economic  deve lopment
towards  b lue  economy pr inc ip les .
 
SEALINES i s  a  pro ject  tack l ing
susta inab i l i ty  o f  b lue  growth
act iv i t ies  in  l ine  wi th  BLUEMED
SRIA ,  ident i fy ing  best  so lut ions  to
reduce  impacts  in  the  upstream
sector ,  on  the  mar ine  env i roment ,
support ing  res i l i ence  and  hea l thy
product iv i ty  o f  the  Medi terranean
bas in .  
 
 
 
 

S O L U T I O N S   T O  R E D U C E

I M P A C T S  O N    T H E  

M A R I N E  E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D

T O  S U P P O R T  H E A L T H Y

P R O D U C T I V I T Y  A N D

R E S I L I E N C E  O F  T H E

M E D I T E R R A N E A N  S E A

2



S E A L I N E S  G U I D E B O O K

W h e r e  we 'r e  a t  t o d a y

b l u e m e d  i n i t i a t i v e

The  BLUEMED In i t i a t i ve  was  jo int ly  deve loped  and  agreed
between  Cyprus ,  Croat ia ,  F rance ,  Greece ,  I ta ly ,  Ma l ta ,  Por tuga l ,
S loven ia ,  and  Spa in  and  fac i l i t a ted  wi th  the  support  o f  the
European  Commiss ion  in  2014 . I t  was  a f terwards  endorsed  by  a l l
the  countr ies  o f  the  European  Union ,  and  wi th  the  s ignature  o f
the  Va l le t ta  Dec larat ion  in  2017  i t  was  a l so  adopted  by  a l l  the
member  countr ies  o f  the  Union  for  the  Medi terranean
(UfM) .B lueMed has  hence  the  opportun i ty  to  act  on  both  s ides  o f
the  Medi terranean  and  o f  promot ing  Euro-Medi terranean
co l l aborat ion ,  fos ter ing  B lue  Growth-re la ted  research  and
innovat ion  act i v i t ies .

“SEALINES” builds on the expansion  of
networks, comprising administrations,
policy makers, private enterprises and
research centers, towards a
Mediterranean one.
The multi-faceted international  scale
network represented an innovative way
of working in defying methods,
common standards and best practices
for maintenance, monitoring and 
re-purposing of the sealines
contemplating   a circular economy
perspective and aiming at
implementing  a sensible management
of the seafloor and its biological 
 resources. 
 

SEALINES” Start-Up contributed to
increase awareness about blue
economy supporting energy transition
from fossil fuel to renewable energy.
 
The start-up promoted more efficient
devices and non-invasive technologies
to prevent and mitigate possible
accidents and pollution, assuring high
safety standards.
 
SEALINES considered also
environmental issues, geohazards and
sea dynamics,  promoting data
collection, data sharing and data 
 integration.
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S R I A  T h e  B l u e M e d  S t r a t e g i c  R e s e a r c h  a n d  
I n n o v a t i o n  Ag e n d a  

The  B lueMed Stra teg ic  Research  and  Innovat ion  Agenda  (SRIA )
out l ines  a  se t  o f  key  cha l lenges  for  the  Medi terranean  and
part icu lar ly  knowledge  gaps ,  spec i f i c  act i v i t ies  enab l ing  the  b lue
growth  as  we l l  as  measures  for  capac i ty  creat ion  and  sk i l l s ’
enhancement .  Sectors  o f  in terest  inc lude  ecosystems ,  c l imate
change ,  b io techno log ies ,  aquacu l ture ,  f i sher ies ,  tour i sm,
sh ipbu i ld ing ,  t ransportat ion ,  observ ing  sys tems ,  data ,  o f f -shore
p la t forms ,  cu l tura l  her i tage ,  spat ia l  p lann ing .

S E A L I N E S  G U I D E B O O K

SEALINES Start-up Action main

output awaited:  
 
 

1. Identification of a real case study in the Adriatic Sea to implememt
strat-up action results

 
 2. Creation of a Mediterranean Interdisciplinary Network on offshore

safety
 

3. Planning for a Med-based high education training programme on
offshore safety and susatinable growth
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f ew  n u m b e r s
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1ST MEETING
R A V E N N A  M A R C H 2 8 T H ,  2 0 1 9

43 partecipants  from
different EU and non EU
countries,  67% from
research insitutes and
administrations,  while
the rest from private
enterprise and academia

2ND MEETING
A T H E N S ,  J U N E  2 4 T H ,  2 0 1 9  

69 international experts 
from administrations,
private companies and
reseach insitutes  
 

E1, E2, D1, A
S R I A  G O A L  

are amongst the challenges addressed by the project under the
Bluemed SRIA,  particularly those related to crosscutting
international  cooperation sustainable development and
governance



S E A L I N E S  G U I D E B O O K

o u r  n ext  s t e p
 

 

The main outcome of the
Start-up action is a proposal
for a feseability study to
test a renewable integrated
energy system on an
inactive platform, and its
infrastructures. 
In line with Blue economy
principle on reuse, and
sustainability, an inactive
offshore platform,
otherwise decommissioned,
appears to be the perfect
test-site for technologies
and  methodologies to be
further applied to larger-
scale case. 
The Ministry of Economic
Development, having
obtained the opinions of the
competent offices of the
Ministry of the
Environment and the 
 

Ministry of Cultural Assets
and Activities (for the
aspects under their
jurisdiction), establishes the
list of platforms and related
infrastructures that can be
reused (art. 5 “National
guidelines for
decommissioning”).
 
Azalea A platform, located in
the Adriatic Sea, has been
identified and, as stated in
the Official Hydrocarbon
Bulletin,
(BUIG – Bollettino Ufficiale
degli Idrocarburi e delle
Georisorse,  published in
August 2019), may be subject
to reuse.
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S E A L I N E S  G U I D E B O O K

r e t h i n k i n g  o f f s h o r e

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s
 

Wind and marine
turbines
Photovoltaic power
generation
Submarine aquaculture
and subsea garden
Hydrogen generation
Hydrogen Storage
Sealine as power line or
hydrogen
Innovative monitoring
systems

Considering AZALEA A 
 technical features and
renewable resource
potential 
 
 
WHAT ARE WE GOING TO

TEST IS THE
INTEGRATION OF:

 

 
 

 
According to  the BUIG
only two platforms are
suitable for the reuse. 
 
“Azalea A”,  a bitubular
platform located in
Rimini's offshore area, it is
considered a good test-site
to carry out a feasibility
study about the possible
reuse as a research hub for
a green integrated energy
system.
 
The methodological
approach proposed by
Sealines start- up action
could be largerly applied to
any other  Mediterranean
sea infrastructure.
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Electric power production from solar

and wind:
  270.000 kWh/year

 
Hydrogen generation:
40.000 Nm3/year

 
Hydrogen storage by existing sealines

on Azalea A  maximum:
 1852 kg 
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a concrete opportunity to

explore innovative, 

knowledge-based pathways

and forward-looking visions

with a mission-oriented

approach, for further uptake

and developments



H u g e  S t e p  F o rwa r d
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Strategic Tests on Real Cases

Shifting focus on the offshore
platforms from the oil processing to

renewable energy 
 

- SUPPORTING ENERGY TRANSITION-

Integration of existing offshore
infrastructures with hybrid power

generation systems as positive
example of Blue Economy 

Keep boostin international
expansion of the network 



S E A L I N E S  G U I D E B O O K

Ab o u t  O u r  t e a m

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N S ,  R E S E A R C H  C E N T R E S  A N D

P R I V A T E  E N T E R P R I S E S

F R O M  6  M E D - C O U N T R I E S

 

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

MAIN COORDINATOR
ITALY

ROSETTI MARINO CO-LEAD
ITALY

NATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF
ASTRONOMY AND GEOPHYSICS 

EGYPT
HELLENIC HYDROCARBON RESOURCE

MANAGEMENT 
GREECE

CROATIAN HYDROCARON AGENCY
CROATIA

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT LABOUR,
WELFARE AND SOCIAL INSURANCE  

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AND ENVIRONMENT   

CYPRUS
NATIONAL INSTITUTE

OF OCEANOGRAPHY AND APPLIED
GEOPHYSICS

ITALY
UNIVERSITY OF AQUILA 

ITALY 
   NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MARINE

SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGIES
TUNISIA

POLYTECHNIC OF TORINO 
ITALY

 NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
INSTITUTE OF MARINE SCIENCES

ITALY 
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G o t  a ny

Q u e s t i o n s?

         F O L L O W  U S  O N  T W I T T E R

      @sea l inesA
      @B lueMedEU
 

S E A L I N E S  H A N D B O O K

An R&I initiative aiming at boostinG bluegrowth, create new job in the
marine and maritime sector in the Mediterranean supported by
H2020 BLUEMED CSA 


